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as   anticipated  by   his   enemy,  proving
destructive to his troops.

Sevajee demanded an armistice,, and
pledging a warrior's faith, requested that
Abdullah would alone and unarmed ascend
into the fort, and grant the beseiged a
personal parley. Sevajee, attended only
by his minister, awaited the approach of
Abdullah at the portcullis of the fort.
Apparently unarmed, the chieftain ad-
vanced, and courteously greeting Abdullah,
requested permission to salute him after
the fashion of his country. The wily traitor,
armed with mailed gloves, folded his
enemy in his arms, and with the power of
a Hercules, rent him asunder. The fol-
lowers of Sevajee, with loud cheers, then
dragged the mutilated body of Abdullah
to the temple, where he was at once
beheaded on the altar of the sanguinary
goddess, and his head elevated above the
ramparts of the fort, to give notice to his
troops of the horrible catastrophe. They,
robbed of their leader, abandoned the